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Goal: Establish long-term trust with child and family. Pharmalogical and non-pharmalogical methods used to 
alleviate anxiety while safely and successfully treating children and Special Health Care Needs (SHCN) patients.

Documentation for Behavior Guidance

Source: https://www.aapd.org/globalassets/media/policies_guidelines/bp_behavguide.pdf
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TREATMENT
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Guard safety of child,
minimize discomfort

Conscious
Sedation/Deep

Sedation

Various levels of
sedation: minimal,

moderate, and
deep

Generally anxious
but cooperative

patient, like a
teenager

General
Anesthesia

— No Reflexes

Cannot cooperate due to
physiological emotional
maturity and/or disability
Local anesthetic ineffective
Uncooperative, fearful, and/or
anxious
Precommunicative/nonverbal
Require significant surgical
procedures
Protect developing psyche/
reduce medical risk
Immediate dental care

          Examples: Trauma,
          severe infection,
          acute pain

Cannot cooperate due to
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maturity and/or disability
Local anesthetic ineffective
Uncooperative, fearful, and/
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nonverbal
Require significant surgical
procedures
Protect developing psyche/
reduce medical risk
Immediate dental care

           Examples: Trauma, severe
           infection, acute pain
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Current information as of print October 2024. The information contained is only accurate to the day of publication and could 
change in the future. For more information on EDIC Risk Management, please call 800-898-3342 or visit www.edic.com.
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Next Steps:


